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Hello Alder Grove Families,  

I can’t believe that autumn is upon us already! As school is in full-swing, I love the semi-warm days and crisp nights that lead 
into fall. I just hope we get more rain this year! 

It looks like the Alder Grove staff, our students, and the families we support have experienced a smooth start and are finding 
an educational groove. Please let your CT know if your student needs anything to support their academics, including tutoring 
and labs in math and language arts and many online supports/courses. We are here to support you and your students! 

Space for New Students: Good news! For the first time in many years, we have more spaces than students on the waitlist—
mostly in middle and high school. If you have a sibling or know someone who is looking for a dynamic, personalized              
educational experience, just call the front office and let us know.  

Breaks Between Classes: Students who have breaks between classes should be working on homework in the study hall or 
meeting with their CT. Please send students who have breaks in their day with enough homework to complete, so that they 
can use their time wisely. High school students can leave campus with parent permission. Unfortunately, we just don’t have 
enough space for unproductive hanging out and meeting-space priority will be given to teachers meeting with students. Thank 
you for understanding and thank you to our study hall monitors Tony and Jasper for keeping everything running smoothly. 

Events: By the time you’re reading this, we will have had Back to School Night. We hope you were able to come have a snack, 
meet staff, and see some curriculum ideas. Thanks to Randi and Sunshine for organizing this event. In addition, Randi also orga-
nized picture day on October 11th. Come down to get pictures taken and a free ID card will be included! 

Test Prep: And finally, it’s not too early to start thinking about standardized testing. This year, in an effort to 
continue increasing those CAASPP (Smarter Balanced) test scores, we will be adding online test preparation 
classes from Mr. D. (math) and WriteAtHome (writing). Thank you for understanding our balancing act be-
tween parent choice and accountability as we strive to provide a personalized education for each student as 
well as keep our charter and stay open. Stay tuned for more information!  

We deeply appreciate our students and families. Thank you for choosing Alder Grove! Happy fall, y’all… 

Tim Warner, Director 

~Alder Grove News~ 

October 2022 

Alder Grove Charter School Hours of Operation: 8:30am—4:30pm 

Library Hours: 9am—4pm 
No appointment needed, but please check in at the front desk. 

 

Important On Campus Reminder 
Parents CANNOT remain on campus, beyond the lobby in the front office, unless meeting with AG staff. 

This is for legal and safety reasons.  

All adults working in the school have been fingerprinted and background checked with Alder Grove. 

Only AG staff may spend extended periods of time beyond the lobby. 

We apologize for any inconvenience, but our students’ safety is our top priority!  

Thank you very much for your understanding and cooperation. 



Assessment Corner 

Fall assessments are underway for 2nd-11th grade students! 

Alder Grove uses NWEA MAP Growth to assess students' 
growth over time in mathematics and reading.  

On average, each subject takes 45-55 minutes to complete.  

Please ask your CT to schedule your 2nd-11th grader soon!  

The last day for Fall assessments is Friday, October 21. 



PBIS Featured Book of the Month:  

All kids with attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) want to manage their symptoms in   
order to get along better with others, build confidence, and succeed in school, but most don't have 
the skills they need to get their impulsive behavior under control. The ADHD Workbook for Kids 
offers a simple way to help children with ADHD learn these critical skills in just ten minutes a day. 

This workbook includes more than forty activities for kids developed by child psychologist Lawrence 
Shapiro that can help your child with ADHD handle everyday tasks, make friends, and build self-
esteem while he or she learns to overcome the most challenging aspects of the disorder. Alone or 
with your help, your child can complete one ten-minute activity each day to learn how to make good 
decisions and discover easy techniques for staying focused when it's time to pay attention. 
Click here for more information:  
 
https://www.newharbinger.com/9781572247666/the-adhd-workbook-for-kids/ 

Bark Buck Store Update 

Bark Buck dispersal is in full swing to reinforce positive behaviors and promote positive school climate! Thank you students for 
being safe, respectful, and responsible! Many students have spent their hard earned Bark Bucks at the School Store. Special thanks 
to Tony for managing this! 

Please note the following store hours: 
Monday-Thursday   Friday 
9:50-10:10am and 12:30-1:05pm  9:35-9:55am 
(breakfast and lunch)   (breakfast only) 
(The PBIS Committee is working to expand these hours over time to accommodate more student’s schedules.) 

At the store: 

 Please wait patiently for your turn! 

 We encourage students to think of what they want before they are in the front of the line (if possible; we understand some 
kids want to browse)! 

 Bark Bucks should not be traded for other items and are only intended for the store! 

 Free Alder Grove Frisbee with every purchase of two Bark Bucks or more! 

First Day of Lunch Service at Alder Grove! 



Developing Numerical Fluency 
Every month we will  feature a new math tip or resource from the book Developing Numerical 

Fluency by Patsy Kanter and Steven Leinwand.  
We hope you and your students love these tips as the Alder Grove CTs do! 

 
Pivotal Understanding 1: Everything Begins with Counting 

 Count on by ones starting at 15 

 Count back by ones starting at 35 

 Count on by twos starting at 22 

 Count back by tens starting at 145 

 Skip-count by sixes starting at 42 

 Skip-count backward by eights starting at 80 
 
Pivotal Understanding 2: All Quantities Are Composed of Parts and Wholes 

 Compose and decompose numbers so that students have a deep understanding that numbers represent quantities that 
can be counted or measured 

 Comfort and confidence with small numbers is the cornerstone of learning “number facts.” 

 Part/Whole activity: https://www.youcubed.org/resources/fraction-hunt-2-8-video/  
 
Pivotal Understanding 3: Acquiring the Language of Operations Before Learning Facts 

 Explaining in words, acting out, and storytelling are all essential strategies for developing 
operation sense and numerical fluency.  

 When solving word problems ask: 

 Are we combining or separating? 

 Are we comparing two quantities? 

 Are we sharing or combining? 

 Do we have equal groups or groups of equal amounts? 
 
From: Developing Numerical Fluency: Making Numbers, Facts, and Computation Meaningful  by Kanter, 
Patsy and Leinward, Steven. Heinemann Publishers, 2018.  

Attention 

 
If you are interested in participating in the 

school spelling bee or the school geography bee 
in January, please email Randi Mead 

at randi.mead@aldergrovecharter.org  

Hello AGCS Families,  

Check out Alder Grove's School Wellness Policy under the Meal Program tab 
on our website https://aldergrovecharter.org/welcome/important-school-
links/breakfast-program/.  
 
If you would like to be part of the School Wellness Committee or would like 
a copy of the School Wellness Policy implementation plan or documentation 
of our progress, please contact Aimee Nicholson 
at aimee.nicholson@aldergrovecharter.org for more information.  
 
If you're looking for ways to promote health and fitness for your student, 
here is a great website to visit: https://www.healthiergeneration.org/
campaigns/kohls-healthy-at-home  
In addition, Alder Grove provides a bike rack, and a free lock (no chain) for 
students to safely lock up their bikes while on campus!  Just ask at the front 
desk. 
 

.  
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School Picture 
Day! 

Tuesday, October 11 

9am—2pm 

On School Stage Platform. 

This is your one and only 
opportunity to get photos 

taken, and student ID 
cards ordered. There are 

no ‘make-up’ days. 

Order online @ https://
v2.myproimages.com/

katie-anne-photography-
2103/11484/search or 
bring cash or check on 

the day. Also, student ID 
cards are FREE. 

https://v2.myproimages.com/katie-anne-photography-2103/11484/search
https://v2.myproimages.com/katie-anne-photography-2103/11484/search
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Attention Seniors! 

The FAFSA FREE Application for Federal Student Aid opens October 1.  

These first come, first served funds that you do not have to pay back is your ticket to reduced university costs, as well as the TWO 
free years of community college.  

Students who graduate from a California high school and meet certain income and GPA requirements are also eligible for the CAL 
GRANT which is additional money that can be used for college/training including books, computers, etc.  The FAFSA is also used 
mandatory for many scholarships! 

Please welcome our Student Success Coach, Yasmin, who is joining us 
this year to assist our seniors in completing the FAFSA! They might be 
calling you soon to set up a time to chat about your future plans and help 
you complete this important application. 

The Cal State Apply and UC Applications are open from October 1-
November 30! If you are planning on attending any California State Uni-
versity like Cal Poly Humboldt or a University of California, like Santa 
Cruz, NOW is the time!  

We have lots of help for students applying to college. Please make an 
appointment with our college and career counselor: https://
calendly.com/jen-burtram/college-and-career-counselor-meeting 

Please contact jenburtram@aldergrovecharter.org if you have any questions! 

Congratulations!  

Congratulations to Ethan  

LoCicero, 10th grade, and 

Alumna Kaitlyn Guynn! They 

have each had a poem ac-

cepted for publication in the 

California Poets in the 

Schools Statewide Anthology.  

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.csac.ca.gov/
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Seniors!  

You can earn 
your Seal of 

Biliteracy if you 
have steadily 

been studying a 
world lan-

guage.  Contact 
Randi or Erica 

about beginning 
the process this 

fall.  The first 
task is one essay 

in English and 
another in your 
world language, 
due in January. 

High 
schoolers! 

It is never too 
late to begin 
preparing for 

the Seal of 
Biliteracy. If you 
are studying a 

world language, 
keep it up!  You 
can fulfill the 4 
year course re-
quirement in 
a variety of 

ways.  Contact 
your CT, Randi, 

or Erica with 
questions. 

(randi.mead@al
dergrovecharter.
org or erica.alsto
n@aldergrovech

arter.org) 

Earning the Seal 
of Biliteracy can 
help on Job Re-
sumes and col-

lege applica-
tions.  See flyer 

for details.  

mailto:randi.mead@aldergrovecharter.org
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October 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

School Picture 
Day 9-2 

Halloween    
Parties  

@2pm & 6pm 

Cirque        
Mechanics in 

Zephyr 9:30am 
@Cal Poly 

Humboldt    
Hydrofarm  

Horticulture 
11:30am 

Visiting Author 
@9:30 & 10:30  

S P I R I T  W E E K  

Jury Training 
@4:15pm 

Governance 
Council 10:30am 

Last Day for Fall 
Assessment 

 

Psychology 
Field Trip @ 

Noon 



Alder Grove Charter School 

714 F Street 

Eureka, CA 95501 


