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Hello Alder Grove Students and Families,  

I hope you had a wonderful long weekend for the Presidents’ break. The snow was a fun and challenging surprise!  

I am dedicating most of this note to you to address the importance of statewide assessments. 

To be frank, our school's future is dependent on our students taking the CAASPP. This is absolutely not what WE want, but it is 
the position we are in as a public charter school. Just like you, many families come to Alder Grove because they love the person-
alized and non-traditional education that we offer. We hope that we can continue offering this to your students and others for 
many years to come!  

Please consider the following: 
1) While the state of California recognizes a parent/guardian's right to opt out of CAASPP testing, the federal government does 
not. As a public school, we receive roughly a third of our funding from the federal government. Dipping below the 95% partici-
pation rate threatens a significant part of our funding, which would, in turn, directly impact our capacity and the quality of edu-
cation that we can provide to Alder Grove students. 

2) As a California public charter school, we have to "prove our case" every few years in order to be rechartered. Unfortunately, 
most of what is considered as "proof" that our school is worthy of existing is our standardized test scores. When students opt 
out of testing, it not only impacts our participation rate, it also means that each student who opted out is assigned the lowest 
possible score for each test! We are doubly punished. 

Until these laws change, our hands are somewhat forced into asking that all eligible students participate in CAASPP. 

To make testing easier on our students, we are implementing the following accommodations/strategies: 

 Bark Bucks rewards and store opportunities 

 small group setting if requested 

 shorter test sessions 

 breaks as needed 

 an extended testing window to allow spacing between sessions if desired 

 practice tests so that your child will be more comfortable with the testing platform 
 
If you have other ideas for reducing testing stress and anxiety, please let us know! We are always open to feedback.  

With care and warm wishes, 

Tim Warner, Director   
Stefani Gambrel, Academic Support and Assessment Coordinator 

~Alder Grove News~ 

March 2023 

Alder Grove Charter School Hours of Operation: 8:30am—4:30pm 

Library Hours: 9am—4pm 

No appointment needed, but please check in at the front desk. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reminder - students should be dropped off no earlier than 10 minutes before their first class and picked up 
no later than 10 minutes after their last class. Students arriving early or staying late will be sent to Study Hall 
to work on their school work. Students should always come to campus with plenty of school work to do, and 

they should know what school work they will be working on, should they find themselves in study hall.  



Earned Income Tax Credit 

Based on your annual earnings, you may 

be eligible to receive the Earned Income 

Tax Credit from the Federal Government 

(Federal EITC). The Federal EITC is a      

refundable federal income tax credit for 

low-income working individuals and     

families. The Federal EITC has no effect on 

certain welfare benefits. In most cases, 

Federal EITC payments will not be used to 

determine eligibility for Medicaid,         

Supplemental Security Income, food 

stamps, low-income housing, or most 

Temporary Assistance For Needy Families 

payments. Even if you do not owe federal 

taxes, you must file a federal tax return to 

receive the Federal EITC. Be sure to fill out 

the Federal EITC form in the Federal     

Income Tax Return Booklet. For             

information regarding your eligibility to receive the Federal EITC, including information on how to obtain the Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS) Notice 797 or any other necessary forms and instructions, contact the IRS by calling 1-800-829-3676 or through its 

website at www.irs.gov. 

You may also be eligible to receive the California Earned Income Tax Credit (California EITC) starting with the calendar year 2015 

tax year. The California EITC is a refundable state income tax credit for low-income working individuals and families. The California 

EITC is treated in the same manner as the Federal EITC and generally will not be used to determine eligibility for welfare benefits 

under California law. To claim the California EITC, even if you do not owe California taxes, you must file a California income tax 

return and complete and attach the California EITC Form (FTB 3514). For information on the availability of the credit eligibility 

requirements and how to obtain the necessary California forms and get help filing, contact the Franchise Tax Board at 1-800-852-

5711 or through its website at www.ftb.ca.gov. 

Meal Program / Wellness Policy 

Check out Alder Grove's School Wellness Policy under the 
meal program tab on our website. You can also find the 
Wellness Policy posted in the entrance hallway and in the 
breakfast eating area. For a copy of the School Wellness 
Policy implementation plan and documentation, please 
contact Aimee Nicholson  
at aimee.nicholson@aldergrovecharter.org. 

If you would like to be on the School Wellness Com-
mittee, which meets monthly with the Leadership Team, 
please contact Stefani Gambrel 
at stefani.gambrel@aldergrovecharter.org.  

Hope to 
see you 
there!    

mailto:aimee.nicholson@aldergrovecharter.org
mailto:stefani.gambrel@aldergrovecharter.org


Attention Scientists—Science Fair Information! 

Alder Grove's Science Fair is happening next week, Tuesday, March 7, at 2pm.  

Even if you have not already signed up, this is a great opportunity for you 

and your student(s) to attend and see what Science Fair is all about. It is 

also more meaningful when Science Fair participants have an audience, 

so please consider attending this year's showcase created by Alder Grove 

students! Support our student scientists!  

Developing Numerical Fluency—Chunking by 5s (p. 82)  

This activity refers to knowing and using the “fives” inside numbers to add or subtract.  

Example: Knowing 8 is 5 + 3 and 7 is 5 + 2 so 8 + 7 must equal 5 + 5 + 3 + 2. Example: 15 - 
7 can be thought of as 15 - 5 (10) minus 2 more is 8.  

Activity: provide students, one at a time with the following facts and direct them to “use 
fives to make this sum or difference easier. Be prepared to explain your thinking.” 

From: Developing Numerical Fluency: Making Numbers, Facts, and Computation Mean-
ingful  by Kanter, Patsy and Leinward, Steven. Heinemann Publishers, 2018.  

6+6 7+6 8+6 9+6 12-7 

6+7 7+7 8+7 9+7 13-8 

6+8 7+8 8+8 9+8 14-9 

6+9 7+9 8+9 9+9 15-6 

    15-7 

    15-8 

    15-9 





Conquer the CAASPP 

CAASPP testing can be stressful, time-consuming, and distracting from other 
things students could be doing and learning. Unfortunately, though, test scores 
matter - especially for charter schools like Alder Grove. A huge part of our char-
ter renewal depends on demonstrating, mainly through test scores, that our 
program is working for students. 

Fortunately, Mr. D Math and WriteAtHome have teamed up to create effective, 
engaging, self-paced test prep courses for both Math and ELA to equip your stu-
dents to conquer the CAASPP! 

In Conquer the CAASPP test prep classes, students will: 

 learn the 3 secrets of successful test taking 

 become familiar with the format of the CAASPP  

 practice using the online tools necessary to take the CAASPP 

 practice solving problems and answering questions found on the CAASPP 

 have access to supplemental materials for further preparation 

 gain confidence 

 have fun, because Mr. D and Mr. Wasko are awesome! 
 

Deadline to sign up has been extended to March 2. 
These courses are FREE for all 3rd-8th and 11th graders! 

Talk to your CT to sign up today  
or  

email Stefani: stefani.gambrel@aldergrovecharter.org 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JDiBbLSpSFestgu092jmY_iNHyhYcc3Lk6SCNXNOvCs/edit 

Testing Schedule: Mark Your Calendars!! 

Hello Students and Families, 

I cannot believe it, especially with this weather, but Spring is just around the corner, and with that comes state mandated testing, 
i.e. CAASPP. If you haven’t read Tim’s notes about the high stakes of testing all eligible students, new laws impacting charter re-
newal have made it more critical than ever to test all of our eligible students. I am not exaggerating when I say that the future of 
our school depends on our students’ participation in CAASPP!  

Please mark your calendars with the following dates: 

March 28 - March 31: Week One of CAASPP testing will take place from March 27 - March 31. Students in 3rd through 8th 
grades, along with 11th graders, will be tested in Mathematics and Language Arts. All students in 5th, 8th, and some 11th and 12th 
graders will also take the California Science (CAST). Your CT will be contacting you about scheduling these sessions soon! Week 
One of testing coincides with on-campus classes and labs. 

April 4 - April 8: Week Two of CAASPP testing will take place from April 3 - April 7.  
There will be NO ON-CAMPUS CLASSES during Week Two of testing. 

The California Physical Fitness Test (PFT) is also coming up for 5th, 7th, and 9th grade students. The test involves several quick aer-
obic, strength, and flexibility activities, including a timed one-mile walk/run. Contact your CT to ask any questions you might have 
about your student's completion of the PFT. Forms, along with links to instructional videos, are also available on the Alder Grove 
website. These forms are due NO LATER than Friday, March 17th. 

REMINDER: A link to the CAASPP practice tests is available on the Alder Grove website under Quick Links. Please consider sitting 
down with your student and going through each practice test TOGETHER. You and your student will benefit from getting better 
acquainted with the testing platform and the type of questions that will be on these assessments. You can find an answer guide 
here: https://www.caaspp.org/ta-resources/practice-training.html.  

Thank you in advance for helping us achieve 100% participation in state mandated testing! 

https://www.caaspp.org/ta-resources/practice-training.html


Blue Ox Millworks 

Eric Hollenbeck, his family and staff welcome you to the Blue 
Ox Millworks, where the craftsmanship tools and techniques 
of the last century are utilized to produce authentic custom 
millwork for private homes and commercial buildings 
throughout the  United States. 

Thurs, March 16, 1-2 pm 
1 X St, Eureka  
30 people / TK-6 
$10.00 person  
Sign up in the front office 

Clarke Museum 

The Clarke Museum proudly displays the rich history of Hum-
boldt County, which includes vibrant Native American cul-
tures, gold rush settlements, the lumber industry, prosperous 
ranching, farming and livelihoods wrung from the sea. 

Thurs, April 6, 12-1pm 
240 E St, Eureka 
30 people / TK-6 
$1 per person  
Sign up in the front 
office 

Attention Seniors! 

The FAFSA FREE Application for Federal Student Aid opened October 1, 2022. These first come, first served funds that you do not 
have to pay back is your ticket to reduced university costs, as well as the TWO free years of community college.  

Registration for CR Spring Classes Opened December 6, 2022. Students must have a CR application and a current 2022-2023 Con-
current Enrollment Form on file to register. 

We have lots of help for students applying to college. Please make an appointment with our college and career counselor:  
https://calendly.com/jen-burtram/college-and-career-counselor-meeting 

Please contact jenburtram@aldergrovecharter.org if you have any questions! 

Additional Scholarship Opportunities: 
https://www.fastweb.com/ 
https://www.hafoundation.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships-Apply-Now 

Schools to Symphony  

Come and join us to watch the Eureka Symphony perform at 
the Arkley Center. Our orchestra members are local. More 
than 50 musicians travel from all parts of Humboldt County 
including Garberville, Fortuna, Eureka, Arcata, Trinidad and 
Willow Creek. Each musician devotes about 150 hours each 
year to rehearsing and performing concerts-in addition to 
personal time spent 
practicing and learning 
music. 

Thurs, April 20, 
11:30am-12:30 pm 
412 G St, Eureka 

30 people / TK-6 

FREE  
Sign up in the front 
office 

CNA Classroom Field Trip 

Alder Grove students have an opportunity to meet with Angie 
Beeson, the Certified Nursing Assistant program instructor on 
setting up a field trip to her classroom.  The classroom is lo-
cated across from Eureka High. The field trip would include 
viewing the classroom, and Angie discussing what being a 
CNA entails, the schooling or training involved to become 
one, and the opportunities available.   

The date has been set for Tuesday March 28th from 10-
11am.  Transportation is available for up to 8 students.  
  
Contact Jen Bur-
tram if you have 
any students inter-
ested in joining us 
on this field trip!  

http://www.humboldtgov.org/
http://www.humboldtgov.org/
https://www.clarkemuseum.org/about-nealis-hall.html
https://www.clarkemuseum.org/about-nealis-hall.html
https://www.clarkemuseum.org/gold-rush.html
https://www.clarkemuseum.org/lumber.html
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://calendly.com/jen-burtram/college-and-career-counselor-meeting
mailto:jenburtram@aldergrovecharter.org
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.hafoundation.org/Grants-Scholarships/Scholarships-Apply-Now
mailto:jen.burtram@aldergrovecharter.org
mailto:jen.burtram@aldergrovecharter.org




PBIS Book of the Month: March 

Making friends is a skill like any other-there are rules to follow, ways to measure 
your progress, and reasons why some people are better at it than others. Although 
it may seem like this skill comes naturally to those who don't have Asperger's dis-
order, nonverbal learning disorder (NLD), or other problems relating to others, the 
reality is that even the most popular people must constantly hone their abilities in 
order to make new friends and keep the friends they already have. This workbook 
includes forty activities you can do to recognize and use your unique strengths, 
understand the unspoken rules behind how people relate to each other, and im-
prove your social skills. 

After completing the activities in this workbook, you will discover that you can get 
along with others and build friendships despite the challenges you face. All you 
need is the confidence to be yourself while still keeping the feelings of others in 
mind. 

Click here for more information: https://
www.newharbinger.com/9781572246140/the-social-success-workbook-for-teens/ 

PBIS Update 

Look for PBIS posters around our school that make our school expectations super clear! 
Thank you Tony for all of your hard work in making such beautiful posters. 

PBIS Tips: As parents and homeschool teachers, it’s easy to get into “threatening” stu-
dents with statements like, “If you don’t…then I will….” This type of phrasing is negative 
reinforcement and often creates tension. Instead, try positively reinforcing the target 
behavior. When doing so, students are encouraged to demonstrate the behavior you 
want to see consistently.    

Do this when establishing class rules. For example, try phrasing a class rule by saying, “we always walk in the hall” instead of say-
ing, “don’t run in the halls.” Did you know this kind of phrasing also helps kids process what you are asking faster and more easi-
ly? Instead of taking the time to figure out what not to do, then what to do, and then do it, you skip the first part and students 
immediately know what you want! 

Here’s another example parents/teachers can use if a student is not completing their homework. Instead of saying, “if you don’t 
complete your homework tonight, you will stay inside and complete it at recess tomorrow,” say, “if you finish your homework 
tonight, you will get to go outside and play with your friends.” Both express the need to complete homework, but the second 
statement can encourage a behavior change more effectively.  
 
 

 
PBIS Committee Members: Nichole Dollarhide, Director of Special Services and School       
Psychologist; Tim Warner, Director of Alder Grove Charter School; Stefani Gambrel,             
Assessment and Academic Support Coordinator; Becky Garraway, Class Coordinator and  
Classroom Aide; Cedar Smith, Credentialed Teacher (CT) and On-campus Class Teacher;     
Crystal Collins, School Psychologist; Tony Persico, Instructor and Campus Monitor; Luana   
Nelson, SPED/Vendor Relations Secretary; Jasper Severn, Math Proficient Lunch Lady. 
 
PBIS Vision Statement: Our PBIS Committee will work to improve school climate by creating  
a safe, respectful, and inclusive environment at Alder Grove with the goal of increasing       
positive social, emotional, and academic outcomes.  



Looking to the End of the School Year  

May 12th @ 5pm   End of the Year School Party   Alder Grove Parking Lot  

May 13th@ 7pm    Prom      Wharfinger Building 

May 18th@ 12pm   Field Trip     Fort Humboldt  

May 19th@10am   Spring Performance    Alder Grove Stage 

May 19th@6:30pm   School Musical – The Taming of Katy Lou  Eureka Theatre 

May 26th   8th & 12th Grade Graduation  

Students from Alder 

Grove Charter school 

participate in a popular 

CTE pathway on               

agriculture business and 

plant and soil science at 

the Hydro Farms          

program location in    

Eureka. 

CTE Building Trades and 
Construction photos  

Photos from 

Alder Grove’s 

First Annual 

Field Day 
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March 2023 

Science Fair 
2pm 

Governance 
Council 

10:30am 

Weather   
Station 12pm 

Blue Ox    
Millworks 
1pm—$10 

Teen Court 
Jury Training 

4:15pm 

Bright Futures 
10am  

Yearbook Art 
Cover Contest 

Deadline 

Transition Fair 
4pm 

CNA Classroom 
Field Trip 10am 

CR Career    
Exploration 
Day 11am 

SCHOOL 
CLOSED 
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