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Hello Alder Grove Families,
After a rainy week, I look out my office window and see sunshine! While I know it’s a little deceptive (the
wind is chilly!), I am very appreciative of the sunshine while it’s here. Welcome to the spring semester,
named after the longer days and blooming flowers right around the corner!
This month we are continuing the Interimpalooza! This test prep event happened January 18th and 26th,
where we had excellent turnout and the students had a great time. The next event is February 9th from 9
to 2. The interim assessments prepare 2nd to 11th grade students for CAASPP (Smarter Balanced) testing later in April. Interimpalooza features door prizes, a pizza lunch, and drawings for bigger prizes. We’re
hoping that by making the event fun, students will want to participate in test practice. Students take math
modules from the interim CAASPP assessments by grade level, and CTs will receive detailed results. It’s
very handy to know what concepts your students have mastered and which they haven’t. Ultimately, this
makes the interim assessments a helpful teaching tool. A big thank you goes out to Stefani Gambrel who
worked hard to organize this event and to our participating students.
We would love to have at least one more parent join the School Leadership Team. This group consists of
parents, teachers, and admin, and works to review policies and procedures, helps in the hiring process,
and reviews items that will go to the Governance Council for final approval. It’s an important, boots-on-theground team that affects the school positively. The next meeting is February 8th at noon. Thank you to
everyone who participates and has participated in the Leadership Team. Your contribution is immense!
I would also like to thank our hard-working Governance Council. Look for another Council member to introduce herself later in this newsletter.
Check this and future newsletters and email updates for more career-training opportunities. Jen Burtram,
our College and Career Coordinator, has been working hard to introduce career pathway introduction
courses in computer technology, health careers, and more in the future. Please call or email Jen
(jen.burtram@aldergrovecharter.org) to get info. And a warm welcome to Brett Docherty (our IT guy), and
Rabecca Cornelius, who are each working on their Career Technical Education (CTE) credential and
teaching CTE courses!
As always, we are deeply appreciative of all of you. Thank you for choosing AGCS as your personalized
learning option for education!
Tim Warner,
Director

by Chandler Mrotzek

Hello, my fellow Alder Grove homeschoolers! My name is Delcie HemmingsenMoon, mother of Rathlin (5th grade) and Elly (3rd grade) and current president of
the AGCS Governance Council. I would like to take the opportunity to tell you all a
little about my family and me so you can get to know your council a bit.
We started our homeschooling journey in 2013 after I heard about Alder Grove
through a friend whose daughter attends this very special charter school. I did not
realize at the time how unique our education model is, but I have always appreciated having the freedom to teach my daughters in the way that works best for us and
I feel very fortunate to have resources from the school that aid us in our various
learning adventures. My kids have enjoyed gymnastics, Jujitsu, swimming, dance,
music, art lessons and numerous onsite classes and field trips to which they may
not have otherwise had access had it not been for Alder Grove. We have also made
a small dent in the school curriculum and supplies available through some of the
many vendors out there. A few of our favorite things to do include reading, making
up stories, singing, dancing, gardening, raising chickens, drawing, baking, and even
just sitting together working on learning assignments together.
As our little school has come to be more well-known and popular in the community,
I feel particularly lucky that my kids started when they did, as I do not know of any
other schools that embrace educational choice as firmly as Alder Grove does. In
that spirit of gratitude (and curiosity!), I chose to offer my time and input to the
school by serving on the Governance Council, taking over for a member who
moved out of the area. I had absolutely no experience with any sort of official governance, but I did have a desire to learn and to help in some small way. This desire
has guided me through the past two and a half years and will no doubt continue to
do so as I finish up my last few months on the G.C.
I have indeed learned a lot, and have hopefully
helped a little.
I look forward to meeting those community members who choose to serve on the council in the future and I am thankful to everyone who helps to
keep Alder Grove Charter School strong for all of
the families who benefit from its existence and mission.

Congratulations to our recent Bee participants and winners!
Elementary Spelling Bee Winners: Aurora Pitts & Gaia Trinity.
Alternate: Karianna Goodrich-Brinckhaus
Junior High Spelling Bee Winners: Abigail Wagner & Hazel Baker.
Geography Bee Winner: Jadon Wickizer

6th-12th Grade Field Trip
Arcata Community Pool
Wednesday of President’s Week
February 20th, from 12PM-2PM
Cost: $5
For our February field trip, we are renting the Arcata Community Pool, located at 1150 16th
Street. We will be renting the deep and shallow end for our school only. We will have access
to the diving board, and we will have the slide open from 12:30-1:30. There will be 49 available spots for students. Students can use their school budget for payment, or they can pay
$5, cash only, when they sign up for the trip. Students can sign up at the front office of our
school or by calling the school, 268-0854, if using the student’s budget. The pool does have
snacks and treats for sale, if students want to bring spending money. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact Terri Tripp at: 407-8196 or
by email: terri.tripp@aldergrovecharter.org

Attention 8th Grade Students and Families!
8th grader Gio Damonte is working on an 8th grade project and he needs photos and videos from
his fellow 8th graders to create a video for 8th grade graduation. Please send photos and videos
to any of the following places:
Email - gndamonte@gmail.com
Instagram - @imgiodamonte
Text - 707 834 7302

Last chance to sign up for the
2nd Annual AGCS Interimpalooza!
What? Interimpalooza is a fun, low-pressure assessment-practice event. Students will practice for the CAASPP (California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress), eat pizza, and enter to win fun prizes.
Why? The Interim assessments are an effective and meaningful way to help
students practice for the California Assessment of Student Performance and
Progress (CAASPP) assessments they will be taking in
April. Interimpalooza is a fun, low-pressure way for students to get firsthand
experience with the types of questions and technology they will encounter on
the CAASPP. Furthermore, Interim results are highly detailed, giving parents
and teachers results that can inform instruction over the next few months.
Who? When? Where? Interimpalooza happens at AGCS and is open to all
students in 3rd through 11th grade. Final date:

Saturday, Feb. 9 - 9am to 2pm
For more info about the Interim assessments, check out this website: http://www.smarterbalanced.org/assessments/interim-assessments/

Sign up with your CT today!

Alder Grove is happy to announce that this year we're be participating in Crayola's marker recycling
program. Look for the sign and the collection box in the lobby! You are welcome to drop off any and
all used/dried/old markers regardless of what brand/size/shape they are. Feel free to collect them
from your friends and family, too!
Usually markers become part of the waste stream and end up in landfills, but with this opportunity we
can divert them from the trash to be made into something new!
If you have any questions, or a LARGE box of markers to drop off, please contact Ami Wruck, 707834-8965 or ami.wruck@aldergrovecharter.org

Science Fair!!
March 13th, 2:30
It time for Alder Grove’s 9th annual Science Fair! Each year, our students impress us with their attention and dedication to scientific study.
This year, students will gather at school on March 13th to present their
projects. Everyone is welcome to attend this fun event!
We hope to see you there!!
If you would be interested in volunteering to judge our school fair,
please contact our science fair coordinator Kathy Yeager. Look for her
at school or email at: kathy.yeager@aldergrovecharter.org

Looking Ahead:
Graduation on May 30th at
the Eureka Theater—
8th grade @3:30
12th grade @5:30
End of the Year Party—

Attention parents of children ages 0 to 8,
please join us for our FREE parenting classes!

May 23rd, 5-7 pm

This is a nine week class providing researchbased tips for effective parenting, along with
what to expect from children based on their
developmental levels.

Parking is limited at Alder Grove. If
there are no spaces in the lot,
please park on the street, not in the
A1AA or the Lodge parking lots.

Free child care and dinner is included, and
classes begin this Wednesday, February 6
here at Alder Grove Charter School. To register or for any questions, please contact Crystal Collins at 707-572-6846 or email
at crystal.collins@aldergrovecharter.org. We
hope to see you there!

If you are picking up or dropping off
your student, please do not linger in
front of the entrance. This prevents
other cars from leaving the lot and is
not safe for the students who are
leaving the building.
Please be aware of children in the
parking lot at all times. We appreciate your cooperation.

We have several unclaimed items in the office. If you are missing
a water bottle, jacket or other item please check the lost and
found in the lobby. For lost smaller items, please check in with
the front desk. Thank you.

February’s student artists

Hi Alder Grove runners,
It is that time of year again when the days are warmer, it's almost time to change those clocks
AND we celebrate Day Light Savings Time by getting out there and running! The Annual Foggy
Bottom's Milk Run is March 10th and it would be great to gather a group of Alder Grove Runners to run the 2 mile together. Now is the time to start training.
Details:
-You need to be ages 5-14 to get school discount of $10.00 per runner.
-If you want your Tee-Shirt and Bib delivered to the school BEFORE the race we need to get
your forms in to Cedar BEFORE 2/16 OR you can go online to register
at www.foggybottommilkrun.com
-We will try to coordinate schedules and practice together if it works out. If schedules just don't
match up, you can log miles individually.
If you are interested in running please email Cedar (cedar.smith@aldergrovecharter.org) AND
sign up at the front desk.
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